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Nov. 22 forever etched in their memories 


Daily News readers were asked 
in the Nov. 14 LA. Life section to 
give their memories of the day 
President Kennedy was 
assassinated, 30 years ago today 
in Dallas. Here is what some of 
our readers had say; 

Jane Bradfleld. Winnetka 

"Nov. 22 was one of those days 
in history that you remember as if 
it just happened. I was making 
cookies, and over the radio came 
the announcement that Kennedy 
had been shot. The spatula was in 
mid-air and I don't know bow 
long 1 stood there. 1 them walked to 
the kitchen window and I looked 
out at the apartment next door 
and the tears were streaming down 
my face. I said. *My God. he's 
gone. He’s gone.' " 

Rickard Schilling. Studio City 

“I was 16 when it happened. I 
was a junior in high school It af- 
fected me greatly. I was going to a 
USC-UCLA game that weekend, 
and I remember there was dead si- 
lence when they played the na- 
tional anthem. Every time I go to a 
football game, 1 always remember 
that." 

Karoo Hendrickson. Granada Hliis 

“l can remember the day Presi- 
dent Kennedy was assassinated 
more vividly titan any other day of 
my life. I can remember that I was 
sitting in a home-ec class in high 
school, the exact seat, the direc- 
tion I was facing, the expressions 
on everybody's face in the class- 
room.” 

Delia Lopez. Sylmar 

•*I was working in South Cen- 
tral LA My mother had a ham- 
burger stand there, and one of our 
customers ran over to tell us about 
it. We turned on our radio and 
couldn't believe it. Everybody 
started crying that was working 


there. Everyone was in shock. All 
day long, our customers were in 
shock. We were numb. We 
couldn’t help thinking about how 
dose it was to Thanksgiving and 
how awful for Jackie and her chil- 
dren and the rest of his family. 

“I guess it was the first time in 
American history that we realized 
how vulnerable our president real- 
ly was. We never thought that this 
could happen here in this country 
— that a president of the United 
Slates could be assassinated." 

Myron Brock. Valencia 

“When President Kennedy was 
assassinated, I remember being in 
|ym class at U.S. Grant High 
School in Van Nuys. I was in the 
l Oth grade and I remember them 
bringing all of us into the gym. We 
were outside at the tune and the 
(public-address) system was play- 
ing throughout the school an- 
nouncing that the president had 
been assassinated. I was supposed 
to have a test in biology that day, 
and ray biggest concern was 
whether he would cancel the test 
or not And now that seems so sil- 
ly since Tm a 45-year-old teacher 
myself." 

Jacqueline Rock. Burbank 

“I lived in Kinosha. Wis., at the 
time JFK was assassinated. It was 
in the morning. 1 believe I was 
watching Chet Huntley and David 
Brinkley on Channel 4. It was the 
most devastating thing I ever en- 
countered. We loved that man so 
much. We voted for him. He was 
the first president I ever voted for 
and I just could not believe our 
country could do this. I still miss 
him." 

Todd Anthony. North Hollywood 

*‘l was living in Bridgeport, 
Conn. I was 1 8 years old and was 
cleaning my car for a date. I was 
very excited about that evening 
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when the mailman came by and 
asked if I had heard that the presi- 
dent had been shot. My date’s 
mother wouldn't let her go out 
that night so I was very disap- 
pointed. It seemed like the whole 
world and everything just came to 
a sudden stop." 

Virginia Staling, Nortn Hollywood 

“I managed a small shop in 
Lake Borris Park in Seattle. I 
closed the shop and went home 
and was glued to the TV for three 
days. 

“On Sunday, we were exhaust- 
ed, so we left to go to our cabin in 
the mountains, about 50 miles 
away. We stopped at a small gro- 
cery store in Sparta Town to get 
some groceries. When we went in, 
there was no one there. Finally we 
went in the back room. Everyone 
was glued to the television. Ruby 
had just shot Oswald. 1 began to 
ay and I cried all the way till we 
got to our cabin. My husband was 
exhausted also. The man who was 
in the store wouldn’t even come 
out to wait on us." 


R.F. van Daalen Welters, 

Burbank 

“It was a bitterly cold, dark 
morning, with a blistering wind 
blowing and snow-laden clouds 
hanging in the sky. ‘Unheimisch,’ 
as they say in German; ominous. 
The place was Carolinensiel. a tiny 
little village at the North Sea in 
Germany and the date was Nov. 
22. 1963. 

It took me half an hour to wres- 
tle my faithful little DAF (Dutch 
Automobile Factory) over the 
treacherous roads, feeling my way 
through a snowdrift to the airbase. 
A knock on the door and in walks 
the base commander, usually I 
was asked to come to his office. 


‘Have you heard the newsT 
‘What news?* 

‘About your President Ken- 
nedy? Yes. they shot and killed 
him.’ 

•Kilkdr 

The bottom fell out. I just could 
not believe ft. I was shocked and 
at the same time embarrassed, 
that such a thing could happen in 
our country. OUR 


UR COUNTRY! 


My telex machine started rat- 
tling off. There it was. Lockheed 
confirmed it plus some technical 
information I had requested but, 
at that time, couldn’t care less 
about.’’ 


Sidney Ckrlool. Van Nays 

"On the day Kennedy was 
killed, I was stationed with the 
Army Corps of Engineers in Li- 
vorno, Italy. I was stationed as a 
civilian employee. The news of 
President Kennedy’s murder was 
just tremendous in that area. Most 
of the Italian people in the area 
immediately reported to the base 
where they signed the book of con- 
dolences with a big portrait of the 
president draped in black. The en- 
tire city was very shocked, and 
when we drove with the U.S.A. 
plates on the vehicle, people 
would stop us to offer their con- 
dolences." 
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